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The transition from preschool to kindergarten is a pivotal time period for children, families and schools. The more information teachers have about their students, the better prepared they will be to ease anxieties and meet children where they are, setting the stage for future school success. The SSHS initiative is working with early child care providers and kindergarten teachers to provide information that prepares children for these transitions.
In partnership with the Early Childhood Development Coalition (ECDC), Kindergarten Readiness Checklists were completed by early child care providers for children entering kindergarten in Posey, Gibson, and Warrick Counties in fall 2009. Developed by the ECDC, the 36-item measure provides information about children’s school readiness in the areas of social skills, academic and cognitive skills, physical skills, and language skills.
· 206 children entered kindergarten with a completed checklist

· 20 child care providers participated by completing checklists
The highest areas of skill demonstration included:

· 99.5% can walk up and down stairs (Physical Skills)

· 97.1% can separate from parents/caregivers (Social Skills)

· 97.1% know his/her age (Academic and Cognitive Skills)

· 97.0% talk in sentences (Language Skills)

The lowest areas of skill demonstration were in the area of Academic and Cognitive skills. These included:

· 27.7% knew his/her address and telephone number 
· 40.9% attempted to invent his/her own spelling while writing 

· 56.7% tried to read in everyday situations 
SSHS Goals include increasing the number of children with completed checklists, along with the number of child care providers completing checklists. Also, in partnership with 4C of Southern Indiana, we offer parenting programs (1234 Parents! and Parents as Teachers) to assist parents with educational opportunities for their young children.[image: image1.png]



What did teachers say? Kindergarten teachers within eight school districts across Posey, Gibson, and Warrick Counties were asked to identify skills that incoming students possessed (41 of 59 participated; 69.5%).





Most teachers reported that students possessed the following skills...


82.5% of teachers agreed that students worked and played cooperatively with other children. 


82.5% of teachers agreed that students showed enthusiasm, curiosity, and persistence toward learning or when approaching new activities.


Few teachers reported that students possessed the following skills...


32.5% of teachers agreed that students used a variety of strategies to solve problems. 


35.0% of teachers agreed that students demonstrated the ability to listen. 


50.0% of teachers agreed that students demonstrated an understanding of the concepts of print. 


50.0% of teachers agreed that students have acquired a general knowledge about the world, things, places, events, and people. 





60.0% of kindergarten teachers agreed that students in their classroom are ready to enter school and to learn.











The Southwest Indiana Schools and Community Collaborative is a partnership between the Metropolitan School District of Mount Vernon, New Harmony Town and Township Consolidated School, Metropolitan School District of North Posey County, East Gibson School Corporation, North Gibson School Corporation, South Gibson School Corporation, Warrick County School Corporation, and the Catholic Diocese of Evansville Schools in Gibson, Posey and Warrick Counties along with partners in law enforcement, juvenile justice, and mental health. 
For more information about the programs and services offered by the partnership, visit our website at www.sshs-siscc.org or contact 
Dr. Cynthia Smith, Safe Schools Healthy Students Program Director, smithcj@msdmv.k12.in.us; 812-833-5131 (phone)

